CHP SECTOR RESOURCE - TIPS FOR LEGISLATIVE COMPLIANCE
This document provides a guide only to relevant legislation for the 

homelessness sector and how to seek advice to ensure your ongoing compliance.  
DHS funding and service agreements may outline relevant legislation for your service.  

The DHS site for community services and other funded organisations is passworded for members, but if you don’t’ have the password handy you can still go to the “resources” link on the left side to look through accessible information on legislation and requirements. https://fac.dhs.vic.gov.au/home.aspx
Below is a link to the Homelessness Assistance Program Guidelines 06-09 http://www.housing.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/333454/Homelessness-Assistance-Program-Guidelines-06-09.pdf
Options for services who wish to keep updated on legislation include subscription-based services that provide legal updates, such as:
· Lawlex

· http://research.lawlex.com.au/default.asp?itid=0&ntid=0&nid=&cid=&jurid=&alpha=&alphaid=&ihl=&nhl=&fp=&docview=&pact=&mainPage=

· Anstat

· http://www.anstat.com.au/legislation/modules.php?name=Content&pa=showpage&pid=21
· Health Legal

http://www.healthlegal.com.au/
Or you may subscribe or become a member of a service such as VECCI, Jobs Australia or SIAG. These services can provide consultation or training support to HR legislative compliance. 

· SIAG http://www.siag.com.au/
· Victorian Employer Chamber of Commerce and Industry, http://www.vecci.org.au/vecci/about+vecci/index1.asp, 

· Jobs Australia http://www.ja.com.au/home/
· Workplace Informaiton Australia http://www.workplaceinfo.com.au/Pay-and-Conditions.asp
You may also wish to seek the support of your Peak body, Board or committee members or pro-bono organisations to help you gain advice in complying with legislation. Check VCOSS or your Peak for lists of providers of pro bono services to not for profits. 
Legislation databases:

Australian Legal Information Institute http://www.austlii.edu.au/austlii/ 

Australian Attorney General’s legal database, http://www.ag.gov.au/
HR and other Information:

Useful websites for fact sheets, information and consultation contacts.
· Fair Work Australia  http://www.fwa.gov.au/
· Business Victoria, http://www.business.vic.gov.au/BUSVIC/LANDING//pc=SEC04.html, 

· Community and Public Sector Union, http://www.cpsu.org.au/aboutus/topics/2316.html, 
· Office of the Workplace Rights Advocate, www.workplacerights.vic.gov.au, 

· Victorian Employer Chamber of Commerce and Industry, http://www.vecci.org.au/vecci/about+vecci/index1.asp, 

· Victorian Equal Opportunity & Human Rights Commission, www.humanrightscommission.vic.gov.au, 

· Australian Workplace Authority,  http://www.workplaceauthority.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx   
· Job Watch – for employees 
http://www.jobwatch.org.au/
· Australian Taxation office –  not for profit advice

http://www.ato.gov.au/nonprofit/content.asp?doc=/content/00209848.htm
· Worksafe Victoria  http://www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/WorkSafe
Committees, Boards and Governance: (subject to review)
Corporations Act/Associations Incorporation Act 1981 (Vic)
· Regulator – Consumer Affairs Victoria (Incorporated Associations) 
http://www.consumer.vic.gov.au/CA256EB5000644CE/page/Associations+Clubs+%26+Fundraising?OpenDocument&1=05-Associations+Clubs+%26+Fundraising~&2=~&3=~
· Regulator- Australian Securities and Investment Commission (ASIC) (Companies) 
http://www.asic.gov.au/asic/asic.nsf
EXAMPLE - LEGISLATION LIST

Practice related legislation:

· Children, Youth and Families Act 2005 http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/num_act/cyafa200596o2005298/notes.html
· Crimes Protection Act 2008  http://www.justice.vic.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/DOJ+Internet/Home/Crime/Family+Violence/JUSTICE+-+Family+Violence+-+Family+Violence+Protection+Act+2008+-+Guide+to+the+Legislation
· Family Law Act 1975 http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/fla1975114/
· Family Law Amendment (Shared Responsibility) Act 2006 (Commonwealth)
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/flapra2006500/
· SAAP Act 1994 http://www-old.infoxchange.net.au/SAAP/saap3.htm
· Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006
http://www.justice.vic.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/DOJ+Internet/Home/Your+Rights/Human+Rights/Human+Rights+Charter/
Governance, HR, management and practice related legislation:

· Commonwealth Disability Discrimination Act 1992
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/dda1992264/
· Commonwealth Privacy Act 1988
http://www.privacy.gov.au/act/index.html
· Duty of Care and Law of Negligence

http://www.chp.org.au/accreditation/legislation_dutyofcare.shtml
· Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (Commonwealth)

· Equal Opportunity Act 1995 (Victorian) http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/eoa1995250/  

· Victorian explanation: http://www.humanrightscommission.vic.gov.au/types%20of%20discrimination/default.asp
· Equal Opportunity for Women in the Workplace Act 1999 (Commonwealth)

· Fair Work Act 2009  http://www.comlaw.gov.au/ComLaw/Legislation/ActCompilation1.nsf/framelodgmentattachments/A2E061E3EAAAD1CBCA2575F4000F223C
· Fair work Regulations 2009

http://www.comlaw.gov.au/ComLaw/Legislation/LegislativeInstrument1.nsf/framelodgmentattachments/140D2ABE04925235CA2575BA0002C74F
· Health Records Act 2001 http://www.health.vic.gov.au/healthrecords/
· Housing Act 1983, with 2008 amendments http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/ha1983107/
· Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission Act 1986 (Commonwealth)
· Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/ohasa2004273/
Occupational Health and Safety (Commonwealth Employment) Act 1991 

· Occupational Health, Safety & Welfare Regulations 1995
· Racial Discrimination Act 1975 (Commonwealth)

· Sex Discrimination Act 1984 (Commonwealth)
· Victorian Privacy Act and Information Privacy Principles 2000 http://www.privacy.vic.gov.au/dir100/priweb.nsf/content/AAF32B312EE4BE7BCA256C4D000EF235
· Racial and Religious Tolerance Act 2001 ( Victorian)
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/rarta2001265/
· Racial Discrimination Act 1975 (Commonwealth)
· Racial Hatred Act 1975 http://www.humanrights.gov.au/racial_discrimination/racial_hatred_act/
· Working with Children Check http://www.justice.vic.gov.au/workingwithchildren
· Working with Children Act 2005 http://www.justice.vic.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/DOJ+Internet/Home/The+Justice+System/Justice+Legislation/JUSTICE+-+Working+with+Children+Act+2005+(Legislation)
· Working with Children Regulations 2006 http://www.justice.vic.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/Working+With+Children/Home/WWCC+-+Working+with+Children+Regulations+2006
· Housing Act 1983  including 2005 amendments
· Residential Tenancies Act 
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/legis/vic/bill/rtb1997217/rtb1997217.html?query=residential%20and%20tenancies%20and%20act%20and%20victoria
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